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MME President's message has not added fuel to the prevailing 
excitement. It is a short, matter-of-faet document, beginning 
With @ naive confession ef his utter lack of training for civil admin- 
istration (by way of apology for the blunders of the past eight 
years), and ending with a curious vindication of bis Sante Domingo 
policy. The other 


Ce ste 


OU the 


topies touched upon are: the reduction of the 
national debt: the Indian policy —in which the extraordinary 
ment is made, we believe for the first time, that an effort to remove 
the miners from ‘ie Mack Hills could only have resulted “in the 
desertion the buik of the sent there for that purpose ; 
our foreign relations, mel are all in a good way, the extradition 
treaty with Great Britain being reserved for a special message ; 
naturalization, and the claims 


state- 
of 


treops 


to protection abroad growing out of 


it; the admission of Colorado; the condition of the military and 
naval and postal service; the Agricultural Department; the Inter- 
national Exhibition; ard the electoral system. Under this last 
head the President contents himself with calling attention to the 


urgent need of new and greater safeguards, and adds that “the 
compulsory support of the free schools and the disfranchisement of 
al who cannot read ard write the English language after a fixed 
probation ” would meet his hearty approval. 

The meeting of Congress was unatterded with any special “ sen- 
sation ” or even int The Senate beg: 
discussion of a resolution introduced by Senator Edmunds order- 
ine an enquiry the recent Southern ecleetions, while, in the 
Ilouse, committees were appointed for the same purpose. Mr. 
Randall, on taking the chair, made a short sj which it 
amusing to see causes much grief among the sounder Republicans 
on account of his taking occasion to remind the House that they 
niust resist at all hazards any uments of the Executive. 
This is so eminently a proper thing for the Speaker of the Ho 
do that it would do no sort of harm if every of Congress 
were opened with precisely the speech that Mr. Randall made on 
Monday. It would serve to remind people of what they seem always 
inclined to forget, that the House is, in a free government like ours, 
the representative of the people as opposed to the close corporation 
which manages the Senate, and the Executive, which has been re- 
garded for several hundred years by every free English and 
American community likely to make continual enecroach- 
ments upon popular rights. For the presiding officer of this body 
to remind it from time to time of the necessity of a vigilant atti- 
tude with regard to the Executive is not oly no indication of an 
improper spirit, it is a proof that he knows what he is about, and 
for anybody to find fault with him at the present time for such a 
thing, when the President has just been committing impeachable 
offences, is simply an indication of crass ignorance as to the history 
of the country and the nature of free institutions. 
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Mr. Randall was elected Speaker of the House after a short 
canvass, conducted without spirit, in which Mr. Sayler of Ohio, 
Mr. Morrison of Illinois, and Mr. Cox of this State were his 


competitors. There were objections to Mr. Morrison on the score 
of physical unfitness for a position which requires the muscles of a 
horse and the lungs of a bull; and against Mr. Cox, on the score of 
a general flightiness of mind and levity of character. Against Mr. 
Sayler we do not know that there were any objections; he distin- 
guished himself last winter 
time the praises of both parties. As to Mr. Randall, it is only 
to say that he is as eminently adapted to the work which he 
have to do this winter as he was eminently unfitted for that 


fair 
will 


of the 


i 








as Speaker pro tem., and received at the 
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Speaker of the last session. Last vear, when the Demoet House 
assembled, the matters before the ¢ ntrv whieh eded settlemen 
or intelligent discussion with a view to improven ‘ he cur- 
reney, the tariff, and the general management ef the revenue, and 
for these purposes it Was important that a Speaker should be seleeted 


E 4 ees should be 


Whose appointment of committ fair, and the reetituce 
of whose decisions on ail points ef parliamentary ud y edure 
would command the confidence not only of his party but of the 
country. Mr. Kerr was, after an excited canvass, selected, and 


as the result proved, a better selection could pot have been made 





His principal opponent was Mr. Randall, who was di t ‘ 
Ist, he had been a “ salary-grabbei 2d, beea he was a tec- 
tionist ; 3d, beeause he was an inflationist; and, Ith, b he 
had the open and undisguised support of « ( ‘ 
pected association of jobbers at W ) 

For these reasons, as the Rep snag i pALpers justly d 
each other, he was rejected and Mr. cerr was elected. Now, how 
ever, the work before Congress is of a very different Kind from that 
which fell to the lot of Mr. Kerr, and it needs a din woman 
Congress will sit from now till the 4th of Mareh, ssio 
will end with the inauguration of a new President. ‘The D wrats 
honestly believe that Hayes has not been elected; tl Tilden h 
been elected; that if neith has b elected ’ 1« t. 
under the Constitution, to thrown into the H is lt the 
Republicans in the Senate and in eondu ft Admini on 
are preparing to cheat them out of this fa \ \ They 
therefore feel that the most important thing em to seler 
some man as Speaker who will see that, in the first place, they 
are not cheated. and, the seeond, that « \ whieh 
they can — get over th oppon 30 rec i secured. 
They have therefore taken their most able man. a skilled partia- 
mentarian and a bitter partisan; a man wh lis reputation does 


and 


approac hing y 


not belie him, will giv doubt, 
will, if he ean, see that his p 
contest. Mr 
integrity has never be 


Mr 


one more proof that the Speaker has ceas 


mM, il 
irty has the best of the 
Randall stands among the Democrats, except that bis 
en impeached, in ve ich the position that 

the Republicans, and his seleetion furnishes 
1 to be a judicial parlia- 
between the two parties, and has become a sort 


ol 


ry 
Pel} - ry) 
Blaine does amoi 
ntary arbitrator 


of Boss who runs t 


miei 


he machine in the interest his own side. 


Tho Springfield Repzic in some excellent remar the 
silly tulk of a good many people before election as to the dreadful 
entions Secretary Morrill’s 
“to make a foolish 
dit which he had sworn to defend,” 
lled for his words,” 


rehend that any legal penalty ean be affixed to 


2, he ks on 
consequences of Tilden’s success, m 
down to Wall Street 
publie er 
some probability that he will be ea 
but it ** should not ap 


going 
attack on the 
1d Sayvs, 


and wanton 


“there is 


hone ann 
to account 


them.” Wetrust there is no doubt that he will be called to ae- 
count for them. If such a disgraceful breach of a high official trust 
is not a misdemeanor punishable with tine and imprisonment 


it ought to be. We trust Congress will take sharp notice of it. We 


will add, what everybody must see, that some very peremptory 
legislation is needed to remind men high in office that they are 
servants of the country and not of the party. The conduct of 
Chandler and Taft during the late campaign ought, as well as 


Morrill’s, to be made illegal. Fifteen years of great majorities, and 
of loose and reckless modes of doing business bred by the war, 
begot a spir 


be St tam 


have 
it of lawlessness in high official circles which ought to 
ped out Apropos of this, district-attorneys and 
collectors whi lish for electioneering purposes during a canvass 
that they have discovered frauds on the revenue by one of the ean- 
didates, ought to b © compelled to follow them up and account for the 
has been stolen The high 


yt 
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onee 
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money they sav or concealed, 


revenue 
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ot I ( ‘ In South ¢ he dual ] ture having been broken 
rt 250,600 t 1) the Republiean > rs and 
‘ i i i i Tits ( 
l G ( YF 
{ ( » Florida 
. ‘ \ ‘ H ut } 1 Ili! om ct of the ad ! } 
‘ in ( week found their interest in the possible result civing 
' t, His POCO] tii e- | way to curiosity as to tow far some of the Republican organs 
; ’ 
' ’ : Camee 4 dud & l go in aecepting and defending the operations of their active- 
‘ ) nN ninded fi ds down in South Carolina, Florida, end Louisiana. 
’ 
OK ‘ it certain of the phenomena which met their gaze were 
rn ‘ ; , hep, + séitha : : oy a pe — » . 7 
( , es, anda pe au ur very amusing, and recalled forcibly the frivclities of the Ducal 
‘ ( PTL IS 4 ( ‘ oft ¢ tein for instance, we doubt if there ever oecurred 
{ { } eipalit vthir were comie and unloeked-for than 
Governor ana « ©) Governor Stearns’s announecment that he would esunt the vote 
‘ ( ] his change of | and determination net ta do se, and 
! 
mre aq) then] prearance by ¢ | befire the Court after such change 
( t if rinjunetion restraining hit rain doine it 
‘ i ’ 7 ' ; ] } 
’ : aN ih i tI roe Siniple-sJIInded Stranad Seni Gow ie 
‘ ‘ ‘ ' !} President selemniy declared to the Democrats, \ rasked to join 
' ‘ Pvt I ’ hem in watehing the Returning Beard, that 
' ‘Tt is, in our judement, vital to the preservation of constitu- 
( r ¢ H (' ¢ ( ii¢ ( : 1 - 1 ‘ _ ye ,. ; . 
1 iL liberty the habit ef obedience to the forms of law should 
HOOT REE “IH | he sedul ly ineuleated and cultivated, and that the resort to 
( ( ( t pel extra-constitutional medes of redress for even actual grievances 
7 l who< l authority to examine | Should be avoided and condemned as revolutionary, disorganizing, 
“aa eo thats ag. | and tending to disorder and anarchy.” 
‘ ( } ( ‘ ! ! ( SDrior tO theiF ad . 
» | General Ruger) theught had no} But almost at the same moment, up in South Carolina, the 
lio { pcomunu d forth Board of Canvassers were setting at naught the crder of the 
Supreme Court, and the Zines and Tribune in this cits 
were justifying it, on the ground that the judges were 
é ; bad fellows and had exceeded their jurisdiction. Indeed, an 
( ot t ) BP ra ( ed they of : ? 
' ; .| appeal was taken to these two paners, and the judgment oft 
f f the court was reversed with some hesitation in an editorial arti- 
dl to pre e order hie ization e State legis- , Pate ae : , 
3 cle in the Tribune of the 20th ult., but reversed with a loud rattle 
( ! n 4 en bim, i itm iaet , ae , ‘ , : 
tof al in the 7/mes of the same date, which commented with great severity 
gle je , | on the action of the court below, declaring “ that the crders issu 
tern | ( i é ( ( \ aus he ho qirected , F at . ° e ° . 
ee ey » 4 have no parallel in the recorded practice of any court in Christea- 
( ) Wdavie to be overeome ry eae ; . , 
: ti? teh Phe court, however, defiantly locked up the canvesseis for 
Stat cnet , but was «a ted ‘to advise with Governor : : , F ° ‘ee ss . 
; ; ,., | contempt. At this point Judge Bond, of the Federal Cireuit Court, 
eanaiaate ior chice wuosre suceess depended ‘ i a a — fs 
er ; “ye 7 appeared on the scene and had the prisoners brought before him on 
( Oi thy eof ature Ghor to assemble; that at ‘ > 4 . 
} ! | . oi ta vh corpus. Anywhere out of the Grand Duchy one would 
Ol this centieman, ara belore seeing anv ndica- A wir . orev a 
} — a : have supposed that the return that they were in eusiedy for 
{ ‘ Ore tit (4 ect i raie « bi), tha " ’ > . ‘ . , . 
: ' contempt by erder of a State Court of Reeord would have led to the 
e: tl has ( hordinate offee: ee se ; eee : , 
‘ prompt dismissal of the writ. Instead of this he virtually released 
( | 3 ¢ ‘ ) t ol o (y- " : 7a . 
: - them by handing them over to the United States Marshal, who was 
i? 1 { t Cil St I | r ¢ ep Oie cary z ~ , ai . J ak 
: of course prepared to defend them with treops. An appeal was 
lL « ( ie South ¢ bina Rin , General R rac- : og die ‘ - ; wa" : : ; A 
’ ; taken from Judge Bond's action, before the return of the writ, to 
i ( 0 rOTVWY Hatever ntee pren eS, he aerore l av : - - z a . : aa 
ee ie the 7imes, and it gave judgment in its issue of the 23th ult. The 
ob the tard to pass upon the right of members to enter . : . Bs oe ee . : ‘ mA 
: 1Y , point seemed to the outside world either clear against Jud 70 Bond, 
Hlouse, and 1 funetionary acteally for some time examined | * * ; .. ae a : 
oa ots — ; ae s, | Or at all events knotty, but the Zimes gave the Supreme Court 
eerti tes, and decided on their validitv. During all this it : geen er , , ; 
CT again a very severe wigeing, decided every point against it, and 
il t ay r that Governor ( wberlain made any attempt . ms a pe oe ? , mee 
we ie ee directed Judge Bond to discharge the men. The terms of the judg- 
1° State-House or its vicinity with any civil ree . se aaa ck a es ws ; 
, : pe Je nicut, too, would have gone far to justify him in giving the mem- 
whether there was any resistance, actual or res ; ; es , : : 
; : latto te J oe bers of the State Court fifty lashes apiece on the bare back. 
i ‘ Lhbo} : Bets 0 tormidabie to be overcome i)’ ar . . , —— . - 
— : * | Indeed, it appeared from it that whenever the United States Cir- 
| i | ( . » hav pioved United & t E : - 3 s ' > 43 i . . . 
tut ‘ exit Court did not like the looks of things in the State eourts in 
i { ee on ordinary police duty, and so ecare- os : A : : 
Stil ; : South Carolina it might have the whole concern brought up on a 
I ‘ap Wita no righis or auto ty ; : : oy 
' Tare ; . af eertiorarét or other conveyanee, and conmitted to the custody of 
ol ly dei actually able to take command of a a ‘ 
: : ; : Dennis. 
«| Hyriie Or hort period at the door of the Assembly Hall. Denul p ee 


Our article last week on the duty of the Presidential electors at 
The Louisiana Returning Board has accomplished the work for | the present crisis has had one result of a somewhat comic character. 


hich it was created by giving the electoral vote of the State to | It led Mr. Daniel E. Sickles to announce to the Tribune reporter 


> ¢ 

Hayes and the gubernatorial vote to Packard, and returning four | that s mmebody had ‘‘ traced a curious relation between some recent ' 

Repulticans out of the six Congressmen. As this result was antici- | articlesin the Nation and a well-known disciple of the paper in the : 
{ } ised ne disturb- | old Bay State” (Mr. J. R. Lowell), and intimated that Mr. Lowell 
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‘ = ais 
ite the Heuse. This senta r through the political ranks 
1 « ed additions to be pre mad t! rv—viz., that 
I ell had nself written t ticle ; that he had “re- 
isee and tinaliv he wi ‘ wed i ¢ nelled to nies 
that he had not written it or revised it, or known envthing about th 
ver had had any, of doing 
stiietiv accurate \ 





oO ave Dee ied 
men ef the very highest character of hee it. ‘dfere’s base- 
ness,” they said, ‘and, goed heavens! the most honorable men in 
the Electoral College ure the very ones most likely to commit it. 
What are we coming to?” And then there was the now familiar 


raf eves and holding up of hands. 


at 
rowin 


As regards t merits estion, we repeat that if any 


of the 3 
elector saw the feree of our argument, and teok our view of the 
nature of the e: 


ig@e: if h 


Vit > ja fl 


isis, he would have dove right in following our ad- 


did not share our opinion s, he would have done Wrong. 
et will permit us to use too 
loctrine that any ‘ under- 


standing ” with any human beings, and, above all, an understand- 


Re ? —— . sy) " 
for we fina any language our self-respe 


‘ 1? 
peeps 


» for adequate reprobation of the ¢ 


ing entered into in evasion or defianee of the law of the land, can 


eitizen 
ClHUIZCh 


reduce a 


anether’s will, condemn him absolutely to the discharge of functions 
to whiell a deg or a menakey would be equal, and so drown his rea- 
son and conscience that, having been deputed to fire a mine in 


order to clear a ship-channel, be is bound to do it though he dis- 


low does 


1¢ explosion will wreck a populous city. 
any caucus moralist dare to talk to us of the “strietly ministerial 
the elector’s functions when he knows that he 
would heartily approve the diversion of a vote if it were discovered 
on the morning of election that Hayes, for instance, had become in- 
sane, or had committed a crime, or had entered into a corrupt com- 
pact with the Democrats? One great advantage of the pending 
discussions is that they are bringing to 

and sediment of party immorality, the depesits of vears of culti 
tal and moral obliquity. As we look into the vat we 
singing, but we smell biimstone. 


nature of 


the surface the very dregs 


vated men 


hear psalm 


The sugge somebody in the Electoral College should 


sy cast his vote as to throw the election into the House, and thus 


deliver the country from the mischief of a disputed election, although 


i probably result in Mr. Tilden’s e! 


this weule lectien, and our ques 
tions addressed to Mr. Hayes with regard to his acceptance cf the 
? 
i 


Muisiana Returnire Board, have drawn out 
s the enquiry why, in the present crisis, the Repub- 
nly should be called on to make the necessary sacrifices. 


Presidency 


in some quarter 


Vaane 
CAS 


We know how much the party bas done within the last ten vears 
to blunt the moral sense of the community, and vet, we confess, 
this surprises us. The reason why Republicans are asked to sect 


matters right is, because Republicans hold the civil service, and the 
army and navy, and the revenue, and have used them all freely for 
partisan purposes in the late canvass: 


Government officials from the President down has taken 


because every one of the 
part in the 
campaign as a bitter partisan, and, in scme cases, as that of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of the Interier, and the 
ttorney-General, with great indecency ; because all the Returning 
Boards in the doubtful States are controlicd by Republicans, and, 
in some cases, contain candidates for office, and because if there be 
a judicial fraud or chicane committed in examining the votes in 
those States it has been committed by Republicans. 


Nor is it any answer to this that the Democrats have committed 
frauds tco, and have been guilty of intimidation. The Democrats, 
brethren, have not committed judicial frauds, 
suspecied of, and which are the worst of all frauds, and, though 


da pot doubt the ave wth 


such as veu are 


ry ? 23 ee +7 a ? 4 
lated. the iutimidation has not 
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le position of a mere brute instrument of 


bimself 
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been preved 1 proper tribun 1d Ve tat dl 
eare n ) vid ‘ You ¢ ot throw ¢ { AT 
letters and tetegral } you? A CON \ have t eX 
yunple of i lation yes ( 60,000 O.0un 
} jd Lo \ \ on 
pa Zz ( sa) N CMe tau iN 
fore, You must pereeive tiat vou a, the pr ( 
sponsible party 3 thi is thi vou the wrong ( " 
there be, and it is to you, there the co \ 
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There has not duiing the week been e¢! 
political situation to d lithe doubts and fi 
juriously afieeted busi sinee the Presider ; i 
export trade is sustal by the probability t \ 
the next six months there will be war in) Europe | import 
trade has falien back to the diminutive preportions of the early 
part of last summer before the whieh thre 
Presidential cleetion had begun. Domestie exchanges represent 
only the business whieh is absohitely neecssary, the 4 nN 
even of new enterprises having been put off until 
ment of the Presidential contest. Wall Stree st { 
dulness, and the volume of business at the st H \ 
as small during the week as at anv time in t} iullest si : 
Gold continues to flow here trom Europe, the i tat of specie 


having been close on to $2,500,000 in the | x davs At one 
time the deeline in the price of U.S. new five } yds in 
London, the advance in the rate of dis ts t ‘ Bank of 
England rate, and the adv; f half a peuny by 1 , 
in the pri eat which if sell Amerieat ad. were t 

cate the beginning of the end of specie shipments from London te 
New York, but sinee then several new shit nts have bee de 
Silver in London has advanced to 451, 4. to 351d. per ounee, E sh 


+ rior ‘ , ? *\,> , . ] i , 
standard, and the priee here has advanced to $1 19', per ounee of 
1,600 fine; at this price the gold value of the eld silver dollar would 
be $0 9242. The gold value of the U.S. legal-terder note for one 


dollar has ranged during the week between 


A ministerial erisis bas arisen in Fray ] ro IS, 
the Left having pot unexpectedly broken with M. Duiaure, President 
of the Council and Minister of Justice and P Wo over the 
estimates for ceclesiastical purposcs. An attempt was made by 
one of the wilder Radieals to defeat t] i ‘ 1 
tenanee of the Legatfon at the Vaticar Ga ed 
here and with much good sense blocked the amendment, ber 
ing how many pious Catholic voters there | Dut the 
anti-clerical movement gained ground, and 1 ( elite 
chool was defeated by a heayv: itv. followed blew 
of the same sort against clerieal scholarships. 7 Govern 1s 
also come to loggerheads with the Left « l I li- 
tary authorities to permit military honors to b of 
the Legion 


of I 


lonor w] 


attempt to make a compromise by bill failed in t Ss ind 
the acceptance by M. M the Minis of t Inte ot 
an Assembly resolution expressing eonfidene> t t Govern: 
nil would in these b s respect liborty onscien ems 
to have exasperated M. Dutiaure, and on Saturd t ( fo:low 

ing his defeat on the sclr hips, he resigned. 17 Due D 203 
(Foreign Affairs) took the same view of M. Marcére’s action, while 
M. Lk n Say (Fin ince) and G Cl | De tn i CW ar) ded wy ith 
him, and, the dissension growing more serious, all have 1 ned 
The dificulty of the situation is that any ministry the m itv of 


+ pid } + 1; 
' ? ae | , 
ri Would be too radical 





e¢ Senate would support would too copserva- 


tive, and people are waiting to see which he will rely on, cr whether 
he will try to have a minis of his own. Gambetta'’s organ re- 


eommends recoustruction under Leun Say without Dufaure, but, 
curiously enough, objects to any marked change in the Radical 
aireetion. Everything will now depend on the tact and good sense 
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PARTY PASSION, 


h which the country is 


in ft 1 ist of a ison of creat 
Not were they, as it seemed to them, 


loss OL Alt THe 


ight be of some years—in 
ought, g be dismissed 


would give them no re 


omg tO 
ommendation, and whose 
fanybody else. The reports from 
many of the departments were dis- 

so, on the other hand, when the Republi- 
following day began to show * grit,” and main- 
elected, there was wild rejoicing in the Govern- 


Hh ot f i'l 


v aloresaid had been unexpect- 
forced to retreat. In faet, putting 
yvees down at 80,000, it is safe to 
is awaited by 50,000 households 
Pilden is positively elected during 


it will cause nearly as much wailing among women 


m of a country by a victorious 
of things is a national shame and disgrace, 
e in ne other civilized country ean it be wit- 

nm, and yet we have taken only the senti- 
‘There is a practical view in which it shows its 
ide. 


disereditable s 


The practice of making a 


( iolders when a new party comes into 

nee of Administration something of the character 
lerefore rouses passions on both sides which 
ionary in their violence. It became evi- 

| in the history of the Government that 

uld be a process involving great strain 

lL iabrie, owing to the extreme reluctance of the 
‘nderit, particularly after a long tenure of office. 

th occurred the Federalists stood very much 
which the Republicans now stand—that is, they 
hich had earried the country sueecessfully through 
y W dhad founded the new Government, and 
as they thought, the greater part of the religion, 
e for law of the whole country. The Repub- 
position now held by the Democrats, and were 
atheists, Jacobins, communists, and _ profligates, 


ed to power, imitate their French con/fréres, 
ibolish marriage and property, and 
al of crime.” So strong was the feeling on this 
Federalist felt 


.¢ 


rtopreventso 


measure would 
Many 


if almost any 


horrible a consummation. 


lrecall Hamilton’s letter to Jay, when governor of 


the defeat of the 


id ensure a majority of votes 


OW if lved tha 
thre S. a? a. as 


nee to ordinary 


Federalists in the State in 1890 
rity in the legislature), in which he 


reaeral maj 


he existing legislature at once together, and giv- 


Presidential electors to the people in districts, 
for a Federal can- 


t there were weighty objections to 


we live it erill not do to be over-scru- 
the substantial interests of society 
rules. In observing this I shal] 
mean that anything ought to be done which in- 


but merely that scruples of delicaey and pro- 
» a Common course of things ought to yield to the 
of the crisi They ought pot to hinder the 


| last limits. 


| our Republican Group are far enough from possessing. 


Nation. 
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taking of a legal and constitutional step to prevent am atheist tm 
mand a fanatic in polities [Thomas Jetlerson] from getting 


possession of the helm of state. 


How nang arguments of this sort must have been used during the 
last month to and by the three now famous Returning Boards! 
\nd how like this sounds to an editorial article in Harper's Weekly 


on the Democrats: 

‘You know, sir, in a great degree, the anti-Federal party; but I 
fear you do not know them as well Ido. Ft is a composition indeed 
of very incongruous materials, but all tending to mischief—some of 
them to the overthrow of the Government by stripping it of its due 
energies ; others of them to a revolution after the manner of Bona- 
parte. I speak from indubitable facts, not from conjectures and in- 
In proportion as the true character of the party is un- 
derstood is the foree of the considerations which urge to every effvrt 
to disappoint it, and it seems to me there is a very solemn obliga- 
tion to employ the means in our power.” 


ferences, 


And how like this is to a possible editorial artiele in the New 
York Times after Tilden’s election, from a speech ascribed to Mr. 
Theodore Dwight before the Connecticut Society of Cineinnati 
in 1801 after Jefferson’s election : 

‘*We have now reached the consummation of Democratic 
blessedness. We have a country governed by blockheads and 
knaves; the ties of marriage with all its felicities are severed and 
destroyed; our wives and daughters are thrown into the stews; 
our children are east into the world from the breast forgotten ; 
filial piety is extinguished, and our surnames, the only tmnark of dis- 
tinction among families, are abolished. Can imagination paint 
anything more dreadful this side of hell? Some parts of the sub- 
ject are, indeed, fit only fur horrid contemplation.” 

We do not mean to push the iflustration so far as to say that 
there are no better reasons for distrusting the Democrats now than 
there were for distrusting the Republicans then; but, on the other 
hand, the Federalists had claims to popular confidence, in the 
charaeter of their leaders and the nature of their services, whicli 
Our object 
is simply to show the state of frantic alarm and wnscrupulousness 
into whieh an intelligent and honorable party could even then work 
itself at the prospect of its own expulsion from ofiice, although tle 
spoils system had not been invented, and the tremors of the 
were not felt among the elerks and tidewaiters, a d the machinery 
of state was small and cheap. 
when the Jeffersonians under their new nanie of Democrats reached 
the limits of their usefulness. From 1852 to 1260 they rent the air 
with aceounts of the horrors that would follow a Republican victory, 
and began that unflinching use of the Civil Service as an elec- 
tioneering machine which the Republicans have since carried to its 
The district-attorneys, marshals, collectors, and post- 
masters were taught to cast aside the last shreds of decorum and 
restraint, and devote themselves to the unblushing practice of the 
partisanship of which our friend Mr. Bliss is the perfected flower. 
They turned the navy-yards into beds of corruption, and they began 
the practice of organizing State legislatures with troops which 
President Grant has extended and improved, and it was ail de- 
fended on the ground that the country would be ruined if “ the 
Black Republicans” got into power. The Southerners were since:e 
in their belief, and seceded when everything else had failed. 

We have during the late canvass been witnessing the use of the 
same tacties under the influence of the same ideas, and we have no 
doubt we shall witness them again. When a party has remained 
in power ten or fifteen years, and used all the resourees of the coun- 


chiefs 


The experience recurred again 


try as if they belonged to the party, it naturally gets into the way 


of thinking and talking of itself as if it were the vation, and as if 
its enemies were Catilines who had designs on the very exis‘ ence of 
the Government. The late Republican canvass has, in faet, con- 
sisted almost exclusively of the preaching of this idea, and a certain 
weight and solemnity has been given to it by the fact that to the 


| prodigious body of office-holders whom it now has in its pay the 


| 


campaign was a fight for life. One of the most repulsive features of 


the system is that, after the fight is over, if the party in power is de- 








ferted, all these unfortunates are left at the merey of the victor. The | 
Chandlers and Camerons and Blaines, who have dragged them into 
the fray and put them in the position of active enemies of the other 
side, slink off to their comfortable homes, and the wretched subor- 
dinates are left to meet in a Christian country a punishment of atro 
cious cruelty inflicted for no offence known to the law, and werking 
in its infliction infinite mischief to the publie. 

It is the interest of the honest people whose taxes and power 
furnish the stakes in the political game that the spirit of despera- 
tion and unscrupulousness should, as far as the weakness ef human 
nature will permit, be taken out of Presidential contests, and it is 
their duty to take it out. Good government requires that the 
change of Administration should be as easy as is consistent with 
ealm and deliberation, and that there should be no more strain 
caused by it and no greater obstacles to it than the Constitution 
has made necessary ; and the very first test which ought to be ap- 
plied to the incoming President, whoever he may be, is the civil- 
service test. Mr. Hayes bas profited by, if he has not connived 


at, the most widespread and reekless use of the civil serviee for elee- 


tionecring purposes ever witnessed, and we should expect at his 
hands, as the first evidence of reforming zeal, the stoppage of 
this system, not in name only but in reality, and the prompt dismis- 
sal of all prominent officials who, having been active in it, have 
been debauched by it, and rendered untit for the ordinary duties of 
their places. Look at Dennis, for instance, ‘* the furniture man ” and 
United States marshal, who “ assumed judicial funetions ” and teok 
command of the United States troops the other day in the South 
Carolina State-House. Look at Messrs. Bliss and Raum, who have 
been getting up “campaign charges” against Mr. Tilden in their 
official capacity. No reformed and well-ordered Government service 
in our day has any place for such men. Andif Mr. Tilden should 
come in and apply the spoils system in any degree whatever, or 
for any reasons which he cannot or will not put on paper, to the 
trembling multitude who will await his advent in the Govern- 
nent offices, or use his power for simple vengeance, be may rely 
upon it no plea of Republican equality in badness will save bim 
from just reprobation, and he will throw away an opportunity of 
earning a splendid and enduring fame such as has been offered 
to none of his predecessors except Lincoln. The people are tired 
ef the vos quoque argument. Recrimination has lost its force. 
ee 


“Well, is the other party any better has become a strect joke 


PRESIDENT GRANT'S USE OF THE TROOPS. 


‘HERE is more or less talk, at this writing, ef the impeachment cf 
the President and Secretary of War when Congress meets, fo1 
their unlawful use of the treeps in South Carolina. Granting 
everything that may be claimed by way of defence for sending the 
troops to Columbia to help Governor Chamberiain to preseive the 
peace at the opening of the Legislature, we know of no way of de- 
fending their presence in the State-House except to quell a riot in 
which the police had been overwhelmed. That Mr. Chamberlain 
had stationed any police, cr shevifl’s posse, or other civil force ordi- 
narily used in the preservation of order in the State, in preparation 
for the opening, or that any such force was called on or talked of 
by anybody, nowhere appears. That this foree—the police or a 
posse commanded by the sheriff—should be the first resort ef an 
American governor in all eases of apprehended violence we do not 
need to inform our readers. It is to police, in as large force as he 
may consider necessary, that his first resort should always be, and 
above all on an occasion so delicate and needing so much attention 


+1 


to appearances as the meeting of a legislature. ‘To this foree 
soldiers may be a proper supplement or reserve; but suppleme: 
reserve, and nothing more, they should always remain. In Colum- 
bia, however, they seem to have been used as police from the first 
moment as freely and apparently with as little sense of indecorum 
us in Paris in 1851. They were in possession not only ef the State- 
Jlouse, but of the hall of the Legislature, and the members could 
only reach their seats on satisfying the corporal ef the guard, who in 
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‘se of training in it is, in great) pan 
it is the theory with continued practice. We thi 
litest students in America. The salutation, the bow 
word, the tone, the look, the inflection, voca 
hand, the feet, the spine, and eve are all observed 


students daily exercised in them.” 





low the Ile id of a Colleze wh » obser es and studies evel the spines of 
his students, and exercises the students in their spines in the interest of Kti- 
mette, could be guilty of so great a solecisin as sitting for his portrait with- 
1 


‘tie, we own puzzles us, but we dare say it can, and, when atten- 





tion is called to it, will be explained. Another ‘ Specia ° ists 
language, the neglect of which in our institutions of lea President 


justly mourns, and says he ** has known many ious men 


’ } ' 


possess Ll of great knowledge, whose contri 





would have been invaluable, yet they were deterred from writing 
for the public eve in consequence of their imperfect knowledge of 
| cram *; and he adds, doubtless having some neighboring 





seminaries in his eve: ** Many graduates from some of the female colleces 
ought to be introduced to a very unpopular [the italies are doubtless sar- 
BI ’ 


casi] little work ealled the * Elementary Spelling-Book,’” ** and would,” he 


observes scornfully, ‘‘were they to enter fis school.” In facet, he offered 


a one-hundred-dollar gold medal ir 1875 to any student of a Kentucky or 


rennessee college who should beat his students in the English language. 
We need hardly say that nobody was bold enough to compeie for the prize 
As regards terms, the college is the ** cheapest in Ameries,” partly owing 
to the low prices of necessaries in Sumner County, but mainly to the fact 


that the President has ** broken the shackles of mental servitude, and is 


cuided by no landmarks in teaching that reason, common sense, and expe- 
rience do not approbate,” and he justly observes ‘‘ that price is not an evi 
dence of quality. Plato taught in a grove; Socrates everywhere, and 
brick and mortar are poor substitutes for talent.” 

The collece, as we have before said, is a coeducator, and con‘ained last 
year about 110 male and about 75 female students, the intercourse between 
whom, however, seems to us to be unduly restricted, considering the lofty 


} 
Ci 


wiracter of the instruction, The sexes study in separate halls, but ‘the 
young ladies and gentlemen are permitted, we may say required, io have 
interviews in the drawing rooms twice in each month,” and ‘the refining, 


elevating, and stimulating effects of these associations,” we are told, 


‘must be seen to be appreciated.” Ifere, as on the subject of the cravat. 
we must respectfully but firmly dissent from President Walton. We que+ 


° } ‘ . y or 1 » ° _ 
ion much whether anv young gentleman—we can only answer for our own 


ory fo tnightly 


ex—was ever ‘stimulated ” or “elevated” by a 











Interv \ We of course S} eak wit practic ! eXPe- 
rience of the system, but we put it te the President whether he kas rot 

ude his statement a little too sweeping, and whether the interviews have 
taken place with sufficient frequency to enable him to speak with positive- 


ness as to their effects, and whether he has ever tried the voluntary system 
in his capacious and tasteful parlors. Among the degrees are ‘* M.E.L.” 
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{ ‘ nie | th N H A ! ? ~) NM tire ( ~t of 
Sir I ( The | j Mr. Cor R.A. 1 m i 
| ros hon Luataftiar wer W received it ear 
t t had conel: if t= } su ®©5) and dist ed. { 
the judges in painting and Ipiure did, as you say, ** resul 
in tl ! l defeat of the intentions of t] stem,” it was the fault of 
the system. But this defeat was not due to the causes you have ‘ pointed 
ou but rather to the imp bility of carrving it the most characteristic 
part of tl yster 
I refer to the requirement that an individual judge should write an 
inion of the subject of award, which opinion was to receive the signatures 
of approval of the other judges. You state in praise of this system : 
“If three sewing-machines were selected for commendation, the judges 
would not say that one was the best, another the second best, and the other 


the third best, but would give an award to one because of its adaptability 


to the whole range of domestic work, to another (of high cost) as working 
perfectly in cambrie, cloth, or leather, and to the third because, although 
less effective than either of the others for their special purposes, it was 
sufficiently good for ordinary family use, and could be furnished at a price 
within the reach of very poor people. So, through the whole range of the 
Exhibition, end in every department, the good qualities of the sels 
hibits were to be authoritatively described, and this was supposed to consti- 
tute a value, especially for advertising purposes, far beyond the mere state- 
ment that an exhibit had received the ‘first’ prize—no reasons being 





‘ted ex- 





Surely you would not apply this plan to a work of art ? No two per- 
sons could agree in all respects with regard to a painting or statue, and 
most art-lovers would differ in a very positive manner upon inany questions 
of color, composition, tone, and drawing. At the same time, they would 
ail admit the general merit of a work of art. It seems, therefore, that the 


plan adopted by the Committee on Painting and Sculpture was most excel- 





lent. Instead of writing out criticisms of these works cf art, which ex- 
pressed only the opinion of its author, and which other judges might refuse 
to sign, the following classification was made : Historical, Religious, ete. ; 
Genre, Landseape, Portrait, Animal and Still Life. They filled in the 
recommendation for awards, The expression is, ‘* For artistic execilence,” 


iMiciently significant and met with the approval of all the 





The letter of Mr. Nichols, Secretary of Group 27, p: shed in a former 
number of the Weféon, was a very clear and just statement of the facts in 
this case. I hope that I have shown there has been no **muddle” in this 
affair, except that the Centennial Commission attempted to put in practice 
a system of awards which could not be applied to objects of art. 
Very truly yours, 
Frank Hit. Surrn, 
One of the Judges on Painting and Sculpture, Group 27. 
Boston, Nov. 28, 1876. 
REPUBLICAN INCONSISTENCIES. 
To tHe Epiror or Tun Nation : 
Sir: It is amusing to see the tender regard which Republican journals 
now evincing for the Constitation of the United States. Some optim- 
ist may see in this a good sign ; to me it smacks of hypocrisy. These same 
journals have watched with apparent calm the course of their party for 
the last twelve years, and have on several important occasions been silent 
Witnesses to measures the constitutionality of which were plainly indefen- 
sible. lor a partial list of such measures i would refer to Vol. XVI. of the 
Nulion, page 89. 
The Boston Duily Advertiser of last Saturday contained an article, en- 
titled ** The Only Safe Guide,” in which it pointed to the Constitution as 


the st 


preme authority in the present political crisis, maintaining the neces- 


sity of adhering to the very letter, and concluding that constitutionally 
‘the right of enquiry into the qualification of electors is in the States, and 
goes no further.” But the Advertiscr strangely forgets the past, so full of 
dangerous Republican precedents, of which it should make confession if it 
would have us believe in its sincerity. The truth is its conscience was 
* aroused by visions of the Democratic Devil. 
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IT should like the A +7 to prove to me the consti- 
>» now ‘brat ] :\ {V-s 1d Joint Rul pa sec by i 
ess | kl like the A to show me how t! 
{ l vote of a State differs 1 rialiy from a ¢ eg 
into th ualification of ¢ tors” ? 
rhe New Wook 1 of January 21, 1873, has a long article bearing on 
this subject, ees plenty of quotation from an elaborate speech | 
Senator Morton of In i: r Morton l of this same Twenty 
second Joint Rule that it was “the most dangerous contrivance to the pen 
of the nation that has heen invented by Congress—a torpedo planted in the 


straits, with which the ship of state may at some time come into _~" ul col 


lision.” ‘* A power so vast and Gangerous cannot be created as a mere rt 
of proceedings.” 

It mity be replied by thi ap jogists of the Republican party that this 
rule was adopted as an extraordinary measure, to meet an extraordinary 
need ; that certain States were at the time of its adoption in an abnormal 
condition, and that, as a war measure , it was necessary 

But, my Republican friends, does not this play into the hands of the 
Democrats ? For what will you say of the condition of the States of South 
Carolina, Florida, and Louisiana to-day ? Does not the presence of troops 
in these States argue an abnormal state of things? And is not the use of 
troops in the South to oversee the election itself a war-measure ? And 





since nobody believes in the integrity of the Returning Boards in the South- 

ern States a bov e mentioned, is it at all strange that the De: ‘ats desire 

some legislation which will either restore to them or give dite irs in 

place of ‘the famous Repuidican Twenty-second Joint Rule ? LB. 
Boston, Noy. 27, 1876 


INCOMPETENT SPECIALISTS. 
To tue Eprror or Tur Nation 

Sir: 1 wish to thank you for your timely rebuke of those who pass 
judgment on specialists as weak, without having mastered their specialty 
I am a specialist myself, and have often suffered in that way. But I have 
been worried still worse by another class, whom also I wish you would warn 
off, the incompetent specialists. They are always carping, and they are 
legion. In my department there are at least two thousand specialists in 
America who sit in judgment on everything one says, while there are but 
two whose opinion is worth anything—one, the illustrious professor at Har- 
vard, whose well-deserved fame makes it unnecessary to name him ; the 
other, one whom modesty forbids me to mention. —Yours, 


SPECTALIST. 


| oe Trustecs of the Johns Hopkins University are prepared, if convinced 

of the want of such a sregrente to assist in the publication of an 
American Journal of Pure and Applied Mathematics. A circular to elicit 
an expression of views on this subject has been issued under the signatures 
of Professors J. J. Sylvester, Simon Newcomb, Henry A. Rowland, and Wil- 
liam E. Story. — Joel Munsell announces ‘The Founders of Maryland,’ 
by Rev. Edward D. Neill. —— Mr. W. J. Stillman is preparing a short his- 
tory of the insurrection in Herzegovina and war in Montenegro, which he 
witnessed as correspondent of the London Jimes, The volume will ap- 
proxch in size his ‘ History of the Cretan Insurrection of 1866-7-8,,—— 
The Water-Color Society will hold its tenth ennual exhibition at the 
National Academy of Dasign from Jan. 23 to March 4. Entries must be 
male on or before Jan. 8, and original works will be received from Jan. 
10 to Jan. 12 inclusive. The Secretary is Mr. J. C. Nicoll, 51 West Tenth 
Street. 

—A specially noteworthy manoir has just been publishel by the Ma- 
seum of Comparative Zodlogy, Cambridge, as No. 10 of Vol. IV. of the 
‘* Memoirs,” and it also forms the second part of the first volume of the 
Memoirs of the Kentucky Geological Survey, as explained in a preliminary 
note by Prof. N.S. Shaler, Director of the Survey, such simultaneous p bh 
lication under t wo auspices being deemed advisable to secure wider circulation 
for so important a contributi m to science. The article is Mr. J. A. Allen's 
*‘ Monograph of the American Bisons,’ in . which both the f aa species and 
the living buffalo, Liesonu y nePicduus, are exhaustively treated in elaborate 
detail by one of the most competent of American therolozists. It bears 


upon its face the evidence of an immense amount of well-directed research, 
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“W. HL. W.” writes us: ‘I desire to ask whether there were 
lished any numbers of the St. Chiysostoncs Me, ifter No. of Vol 
Il., which appeared in February, 1875. In that number end a previous 
one there appeared certain letters said to be written by Rev. Robert Rat 


cliffe, from Boston, in 1686, and published, for the first time, from tt 





originals. As the authenticity of these documents has been questioned, I 
should like to know if any more were published ( : 
M azine or elsewhere, and especi lls I would ask if ; mY > knows wl 
the originals now are. As appearing in a ‘religious’ maga . t 
letters ought to have no doubt rest upoa them. If they relv a Work 
of imagination the author should avow his reprehensil neenuity 


—"T. S.” writes us: 


‘*Your Baltimore correspondent’s remarks on p. S01 of U {\ 

are merely tentative, which will be my excuse for i 

suggestion of the * principle * he seeks Suppose We extend our enquiry by 
looking, in the —— meaning a blow,’ for the root, at least, of a 





word signifying any object rice w! vb y yl 

whether the same be a ¢ fruit’ or v othe mndled t . { { 
date, fig, nut, and pear’ needle soa vb fYensive weal iN 
in throwing. Your friend asks for names of fruits usod similarly in EB : 
ominel occurs to me as suggesting p dé and th 1 North of Eagland 

pome, anapple, whieh latter word, as a verb Ss) siniti ( va ) 


pummel with the fist. But p in Ang.-Norman meant anythin 
bular. Cod, in early I t 





sion Lanother part of t bod s 
bably obs ete use as a ve! »HOX the ear i Siz I i s ‘ 
alump of anythin > ¢ ag 1 he nut used for] 
ing is known as 1] Co tO) with the head) with 

( .Mthen veral Cec l ud wena Ses ) bud : 








ary. m =— rity for most of the abov B Yorkshire ‘ ( 
| ul for > pe ir-shapod p met at the end of a is s t mean 
also a blow oboy is to strike, rid Mav Ho ifs pa Ipie, as s 
fies * buffeted, struck,’ and fot t is a bailet o¢ strok Can) z 
etymology of the verb to i 
And on the same subject another subscriber writes : 

‘*In reply to your correspondent’s question as to wl er the names of 
fruits are used in other languages to express a blow on the | r face, I de- 
sire to say that among ‘le peuple * in Fran expression, ‘d i 


une mitre’ (a mulberry), is In common use. h l } 
which may come from bread-frait, a" ivne. abbreviation of * beig- 





7 

net,” which means an auntodittiar, ey also use the expression, ‘de ie 
) nillae °* Toa) +tyear fy 9 te ry 3 

donne une giroflce a cing feuilles th W@ transition from fruits to flower 


being quite nat a I give this information for whatever it ay be worth, 
without being able to offer any explanation of os le, unless it be 
that the inhabitants of warm count living am in the ope n air are very 
apt to receive bl yws on the head from the . failing dates, figs, etc, and her 
the expre ssion.” 





We may remark that, according io Littré, Peiguet is a diminutive of 
bizyne, beugne(Old Fr. beqve), signifying a * tumor’ ; so that not the app/e of 


¢ idea of the 


metaphor—the effect being put for the cause in the idiom referred to. 


the fritter but the swelling would appear to be the leadin 


~When the <Alalama dispute is revived by Congress, in all proba- 
bility the advoeates of the arbitrary right of the Government to dir- 


tribute the fund reeeived from England in any way it pleases will bring 


forward with an air of triumph a case recently decided by the court of 
Queen’s Bench. In this case tus mjee v. The Queen, Law Rep. 1. 


B.D, 487) the plaintiff. a Chinese merchant, had claims, with a number 
of other traders, against an insolvent Chinese company, which, by a 
treaty between the Queen and the Emperor of China, were assumed by 
the latter, who paid a sum to the British Government in liquidation of 
them. It was, like the Alabama fund, a *tlumwp sum,” and it was paid 
on the understanding that it was to be distributed among the claimants 
according to the principles of equity and justice. The  plaintiif, for 
une reason which did not appear in the case, did not “ what 
he thought to be his share, and after a lapse of many years brought 
his action against the Queen, on a “petition of right,” to make her 
























































they were found, 
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COBINEAU'’S *NOUVELLES ASIATIQUERS.’ 





of * Les PI S k by no meuns formed to 
| ti to ay now ri ( nd, indeed, 
! { ere in the mine f EW i Such readers 
' } e speedy atte I work cf imagination from 
i d wet k we cal ¢ them that the volume of 
N \ ( I us will net disap] { their Just expecta- 
f | { ! f M. de Gobineau that he if inating 
‘ | ! t t ! Frencl rit of mm; he dees not pre 
‘ } ! } s f s that «f the celicate whit 
' din I e and | if— flawless and 
" i I lus byt ual French story-teller 
j that of substan Ile is a man of thought, of 
ar ! te { eral truths, and he is intel! tllv less 
| 1 matt v Frenchman of | day To Oriental 
| ( | | of his |] L his excell 
ent t *] It de PAsie’ is probably much better know 
f his at , 1 tl f fict re likely to be. In this collee 
f 1 his | utl impre is of the Oriental char- 


nners ; he has lived in the 


nt French 





i 
AY - lL more t] diplomatic post in 
} i! r introduction to his volume, a com- 
} if t ij h s much read forty years ago, but 
T { M Nov l I *Tlajj Baba the novel- 
} t ft i half of | ren nber it—is, acc rding to 
M. de Gel 1 iredly the best | < that has been written upon the 
{ ! ! t « » Asiat na ) | ! matter of course.” he im- 
! | at tl Arabian N ts’ are here counted out; they 
re! ’ ' ible, they are the truth itse and they will never be 
‘ l But this mastery excepted Hajji-Baba’ holds the first 


inconsistency of mind, the 


tt f l ideas among the Persians.” We mav ask in parenthesis 
W in the days of ‘ Daniel Deronda,’ that is—that fiction and 
like the lion and the lamb, lving down together, and the 
rof juestions Is very much the fashion, it would net be 
\ | her’s trouble to reprint Morier’s charming tale? It was 
’ t! iy davs when English fiction reached us almest ex 
' \ by way of Philadelphia ; but the Philadelphia pamphlet, happily’ 
f fern ¢ rht, will not be easy to find 
has not only been my design,” says M. de Gobineau, “ to bring out, 
t m rl scious tmmorality of the Asiatics, and the 
\ h governs them: I have tried that too, but that was not 
‘ It seemed t to the purpose not to leave in the shade the bravery 
S 1 tl rely romantic temper of others; the native goodness 
t nental h sty of 1 imong certain ones the pa 
t } i to ifs last ex 3 non eertain others mn 
yall ”) mong 2 1n rparable /aisxs /] 
; nv of ft > . 3 ’ i] wheth it hy cr od oOo! 
worst 1 
endeavored to be cheracteristi s possihl 
t md eases which shall | intensely illustrative 
\ Par Comet de Gohbine Pa Didier & Cx 
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I"] i material yt 

ove ! dur the last thirtv vy S Wi M. de Gobineau has 

1 l ren ce is il col f the Orier mind and soul 

1] ps holog nd he h les tl subtle threads 
I 1 with rularly unerring fingers Ile puts 

ie e into the Asiatic skin, looks at things 


} ro- 
felt 


s Which he has devised for them. His tales 


unequal merit ; two, at least, 


in number, and they are perhaps of i 


h the scene is laid in Persia 1e Story of Gamber-Ali’ and * The 
War of the Turcomans '—are genuine masterpieces. ‘ The Dancing-Girl of 
Shamak is a story of the Russian Caucasus, and is a very curious and 
touching study of the female character in regions where the aspirations of 


ot that elevated tone which they have attained among 





oul ( The figure of Omm-Djchane is indeed an admirable portrait of 
iformidable but doubtless very possible original. The word ‘ Tartar” 
has passed into English speech with a very invidious meaning, which, it 
Hitist onfessed, is completely justified Ly M. de Gobineau’s vivid repre 

nofa passionate Tartar maiden, And, in speaking of this tale, 
we may note the singular fact that M. Gobineau, when he has occasion to 
introduce a European hero, never selects one of his own countrymen. In 


i} 


> the two heroes were Enelish and German; the heroines were 





h, German, and Russian. In‘ La Danseuse de Shamakha’ the in- 
teresting young Eurepean whom he makes the object of the hopeless passion 
of his fascinating Calmuck is a Spaniard ; and in the last tale in the book, 


the * Viede Voyage,’ desiving to represent the emotions of a civilized young 
coupl ho undertake to travel in an immense caravan, he selects two 
Italians. It mav almost be said thet with AL. de Gobineau any reference 


is conspicuous by tis, however, 


to his native land itsabsence. T is a detail. 





The second story, * Lillustre Magicien,’ is perhaps the least interesting, 


theugh it doubtless touches a ve ry 


haracteristie point, being the history of 
a most exemplary and amiable young Persian, married to a wife in every 
way worthy of him, and enjoying the fullest domestic bliss and prosperity, 
who leaves his happy home to follow a squalid Dervish and learn the great 


‘ f 4) 


secr Ol Uruchh. 

‘Gamber- Ali,’ as we have said, is edmirable, and, as a sympa- 
thetie and irresponsible picture of unconscious rascality, is hardly in- 
ferior to « of Browning's dramatic monologues. (It should be noted 


vays tells his st 


the 


of his 


young 





that the author ry exactly as a fellow-townsman 
hero 
re | 


man about town at Shiraz, remarkable for his personal beauty and 


it-——with sume moral tone.) Gamber-Ali is a 


would tell 
his love 
ites in detail. 


of emusement, whose entrance into active life the author re! 


The dctails are taken, as the French say, sur le vif, and afford an interest- 
j picture of the state of manners and morals in the land of Firdousi and 
of the jeweled monarch whom the kingdoms of Europe outstrove each 
other three years since to entertain. Gamber-Ali is the child of 
epicurean parents, and the Bohemian m~¢nage of the shiftless painter 


happily 


Their dissipated son, in a drunken scrimmage in a tavern, 


m and his terrible wife, LGibi Djanem, is very 
good fortune to pass for having diverted a few blows from 
the portly person of one of the hangers-on of the palace of the govei- 
nor, and the gratitude of this flurried functionary proves the stepping- 
stone of the young man’s fortunes. He becomes a sort of Persian Gil Blas, 
obiains a place in the governor's suite, learns all the tricks of the trade, lies 
and steals triumphantly, and lines his pocket with the bribes of all appli- 
cants for justice or favor. But his avidity proves his ruin, or nearly so, 
inasmuch as he fails to share his booty with his employers, to whom, pro- 
perly, a handsome percentage of all profits is due. This brings him into 
contempt and disgrace, and finally, having stabbed to death one of his 
fellow-servants, he is obliged to flee for his life, and takes refuge in a 
inosque erected over the tomb of an eminent saint. ‘The account of his so- 
journ in this inviolable asylum is the best part of the story. Ile is repre- 
sented as being in an insurmountable agony of fear as to what will be done 
to him if iie is taken, and the picture of his frank, expansive, absorbing 
terror completes admirably the whole portrait of his smoothness, softness, 
impudence, luxuriousness, and, as it were, feminine rascality. The most 
solemn assurances that he will be allowed to escape in safety cannot induce 
him to budge. THe becomes an object of extreme interest to all the faithful 
who frequent the mosque, and who cover him with admiration and sym 


pathy. ‘The ladies of the locality “go on” about him as if he were a 


or light comedian in New York, and a perpetual chorus of 
At last 


Kings, in person, comes to visit the mosque, snd the terror cf 


:andsome tenor 


feminine lamentation and adulation surrounds his resting-place. 


the King of 

















wet 











young reiugee ts almost moobed by the tair spectators \t st f senti- 


ment of the assemblage finds expression in the energetic conduct of a great 


lady, who makes her way into the sacred enclosure and fairly kidnaps Gam- 
ber-Ali, now too exhausted with inanition to resist, having been afraid to 
touch the cakes and sweetmeats offered him by hisadmirers lest they should 
poison him. The lady in question carries him off in her coach-and-four, 


comforts and consoles him, and makes him her chief steward ; in which 
character he may now be seen riding about in state, more beautiful than 
ever, supremely happy, covered with jewels, and adored by all observers. 


La Guerre des Turcomans’ isa picture of Persian optimism, or, at least, 


of the amiable serenity with which persons of that enviable race may en- 


dure the most odious tribulations. Ghoulam-Ilussein relates his own ad- 


ventures, and his tone is a wonderful m 


x bye { tig “ay hipmiliteu 7 
cture of patience an l humility in 


the individual, and complacency and impudence in the race. There is an 
extraordinary air of truth in his wife’s repeated experiments in matrimony— 
for in offering facilities for such experiments Persia appears almost to com- 


pete with certain sections of our own country—and in his easily-accepted 
miseries and easily-enjoyed mitigations during his life in the army and his 
‘* Les J 


more romantic, less ironical, and less entertaining than its companions 


mants de Kandahar” is striking, bat it is 





captivity by the foe. 


‘* La Vie de Voyage” is hardly a tale ; it is a sketch of homesickness, of 


what a young European woman feels when she is launched in a great cara- 
van with a two months’ journey before her ; of the oppressive strangeness 


and isolation, amounting almost to terror, which finally forces her to per- 
suade her husband to retreat in the first caravan they encounter bound for 


Europe. We had marked for quotation from these pages an admirable de- 





scription of the aspect, march, and movement of a great 


van, but we have exceeded our space. All M. de Gobineau’s pages, more 


over, are worth reading ; they are the work of a rich and serious mind, of 
a really philosophic observer. 


) (Seribner 


Childrens Holiduy Books.—* The Boy Emigrants’ 


> 
' 


The Young Trail Hunters’ (Lee & Shi 
€ 


addressed to boys of twelve and upwards, and further resemble each other 


strong & Co.) and 





in describing overland journeys to California. Mr. Brooks takes his voung 


gold-hunters by the northern route, with no Indian adventures to speak of ; 
Mr. Cozzens and his youngsiers follow the southern trail, and their advance 
is constantly disputed by Apaches and Comanches, with whom they have 
several bloody encounters. Both writers have, in the pursuit of local color, 
introduced the svi-disant friendly Indian, who bears a written ** character” 
which he confidently exhibits to new acquaintances. In the case of Mr. 


Brooks's Pawnee it ran thus : 


“This Indian, Mekonee, otherwise known as The-Man-that-( hamps- 
with-his-Teeth, wants a recommendation. I give it with pleasure. He is a 
lying, thieving Pawnee. He will steal the tires off of your wagon-wheels and 
the buttons from your trousers. Watch him.—Signed) Jake Dawsoy, and 
thirteen others of the Franklin Grove Company.” 


Of the same tenor, but terser, is the one recorded by Mr. Cozzens : 


‘the Bearer, Cuchillo, is a Comanche 
the White’s. ‘ 


My advice is not to I 
like him.—Briiu Pops.” 


‘hief, who says he is a friend of 
rust him, or any other sneakin’ varmint 





Both these stories strike us as written in good faith by men experienced in 
what they describe. 

and the better illustrated. 
nounced unobjectionable, while a choice may still be thought to lie between 


1 


‘The Boy Emigrants’ is the better told of the two, 
soth are entertaining and both may be pro- 
the contemplation of savage atrocity and of mining brutality and lawless- 
ness, The picture, we ought to add, is carefully underdrawn by both 
writers, 

In like manner we couple for convenience’ sake ‘ The House with Spec- 
tacles’ (Putnam’s) and * Roddy’s Ideal’ (same publishers), The class to 
which they belong is one we have often -had occasion to characterize as 
pseudo-juvenile. 
and which, whether consciously or not, seeks the aj 
M 


This is curiously manifest in * Roddy’s Ideal.’ 3 


Their smartness is of a kind not useful to young rea 
yplause of their eld 
rs. Johnson begins by 


confessing : ‘* l’ve made one story which our children can’t read becaus 


{ ‘ 1 f me in it cwoday [lit . all ‘ t! cant 
l beca iere’s so much of him in 1 now f ‘ 1 away 
goes she !—the s sful jump Phis is Chapter [.; Chapters I1.-[V. are 
ldressed to t readers, and w ( v4 hor gc 
r thinks she gets dow to f ul tey (} iren I \ ( } 
doubtless read id eni \ this st \ l ! i ol 
incident, a t | in put | { veal { } 
don h writ ,evVes | 


g ront ; = with v 
story. Fun and mischief-making give zest t il with S ‘ 
In it eight children eauea each other i ss < 
dering what weak parents they have We shall cite but ¢ ' from 
this singular school record to show, on the one hand, for 

is intended, and, on the other, how much the reading { is elv t rotit 
the young. The children get up a mock revival and with seo: h su 

that two colored **aunties,” overhearing, take part Im ear t till ft spell 
is broken by the mimic’s shying a Bible at the head of an t . 

Ile is made to apologize afterwards, and to say that he does respect religion 
and is trying to be a Christian. and that **throwing the B Was wv 


ofall.” Another of their pranks is to dye black the hair of a bother, so 











that when, in the next morning's lesson, ** Thou canst turn one hair 
white or black” is read, a titter suggests the conflict between s ee and 
is amusing, perhaps, and may | t 
i holiday squib w 1 Ol i turn to be , 

s and Gi of the Revolu l sat \ 

\ dl by pra Lanv { I s s 
cathered, it is said, from a great \ t es a ner baa 
ola journals, diaries, and letters vi f snow, 
? } id the a certaniv a wel ! ( ( l 
literature. There is consid , \ = 
graph nd interesting, but r sent i what 
is called * leWspapel lis! 
deeds.” Again, the ter Bovs and ¢ ! \ 
ind womel These are slight \\ W 
deserves to be popula 0 { ve 

Phe Little Black-eved Rebel 
The fairv-tales of the Misses Kk g I ‘ 


Henry Holt & Co.) are mild without being flat. ma pleas ingenuity 





We recommend them as soothing to palates excited by ( Mr. Ia l 
Ifugessen’s purveying. There is a eareful exclusion of what is raw and 
bloody, and the m s del vp ‘ “ 
among the publica sof thes n for its typog 

In Mrs. Sandford’s * Hous cr ( 1 k. P. Dutt & ¢ the 
number of ¢ atis persone suddenly brought upon the stage is appalline 
The story labors under the difficulty of having apparently been written to 
fit a serics of pictures | » relat to ea | ‘ on the 
infant mind, we should ti would be s t bewildk r, Inthem- 
selves the illustrations are of all dezrees of excell , the paper and print 


1 ] + ? } ] } he e¢ 
of the highest, and the binding very pretts 





Tie ¢ plete Ame? t L/a; ; Of to l ks i r and 
Trap-making. By Wm. Gibson. (New York : James M IS; his 
book is written, as the preface states, ** to fill an odd l neglected ner 
in American literature,” and ¢ : ‘ e 1 
most interest to boys of this country.” It contains full directions for mak- 
ing all varieties of traps and snares, th great and sma ind, although 
it Is sometimes rather obscure, the diversity and ext of its information 
are quite remarkable. From a humming-bird to a grizzly bear there is no 
member of our fauna w ck i 21 explained. The book is 
thoroughly and generally well illustrated, and in its short des riptions of 
different animals and their habits is not without merit Mr. Gibson has 


omitted no kind of trap in his eatalogue, although some that he men- 
tions are, we should think, quite as remarkable for their cruelty as their 
effectiveness ; for instance, on page 95 there are an illustration and dese rip- 
tion of the ** hook trap,” by which wild ducks are taken on baited fish-books, 


The book shows a very wide familiarity with illegal methods of captur- 


di voted to the 





ing game, and, except in the portions of » taking of vermin 
and some of the fur-bearing animals, is cal 


} e .} 


ulated to point out to its readers 





wherever any game laws are 


“d, Lhe *‘pot-hunting” and unsportsmanlike feeling that is fos- 





te bovs bv tea g them, for instance, to consiruct a trap which will 
take every grouse or gu bat of woods, instead of the manly way of 
pursuing t \ rand gun, not at ali desirabk It is by the un- 
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f judgment and gives his reason for it ‘As a general observation 

vs, “Sat might be noted that the work is based « fly on two assumptions, 
namely, t the letter of ‘rrazzano, printed in i», giving an account of 
the vovare. wa ma docu it known as the ‘Carli letter.’ and 
that the letter of imo Was unknown in the lifetime of Francis I 





We repeat deliberately 


whole superstr 


that these are assum this founda- 


1 


ptions. And upon 
reared.” 


m wampum or the bark eqanoe, both of which he 


ucture of doubt has been Verrazzano’'s 


) menti would 


have been sure to mention if he had seen them. Now, if he had made the 





voyage which he pro st ¢ made, he would have seen wampum, the 
Indian's jewelry and money, and, having seen it, would have said some- 
thing about it. Bat Verrazzino is not the enly explorer in fadian Jands 
who pass twanpunm. Many among them make omissioas of equal 
haportar Some sav nothing ebout tobacco ; some g no list of Lindian 
word If f thes iissions is of itself suflicient to prove forgery or 
interpolation, more than one traveller will have to be leoked closely to. 
But the t remarkatle of Verrazzano’s omissions, secording to Mr. 
Murphy, is that of the bark canoe ; a boat of so peculiar a structure that it 
must have attracted the atiention of any traveller, and more especially that 
fevery sailor. The log canoe he does mention, and tells how it was made. 
“7 natives made their canoes from the trunks of trees, which they burned 


in this respect Verrazzano is perfectiy 








correct.” The birch canoe was a very different boat. ‘The whole subject 
wis im ted by anoth rcele at Ly er, Lesearbot, in 1607, and on 
the spot. He tells us “*that wl era Ae i inneengennnt Massachusetts 
and Maine, t prevailin oni ‘was the log eanoe.” To make the birch 
canoe required sharp iron tools. ‘Tt is probable that in irch 
canoe was not known at all, as it was difficult to make bef intro- 
duction of iron tools by Europeans, and was confined to northern parts, 
re generally small and searee, which rendered eances of 

sary, no matter what might be the cost riher south, 

whusetts, where the timber was larger, fire would build 

the canoes, and this easy but slow style of naval construction prevailed until 
the white man came with knives and hatchets. Then tlhe tedious 


with sharp tools a 


Murphy's reasoning 





faiis. \ no's failuy ik of the bark canoe in his narrative is one 
f the proofs of its authenticity.” 
Without going any further in the present state of the controversy wo 
grant Mr. De Costa his stay of judgment. 
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